PRESS RELEASE

NEW POLL FINDS NEARLY ONE IN
THREE NEW YORK CITY VOTERS
CONSIDERING LEAVING

60%+ point to broken and corrupt government as the reason

Majority of voters support Term Limits and Citizen Ballot Initiatives.

As New Yorkers reflect on yet another late budget, a new Unite NY/Citizen Data
poll, unsurprisingly shows City voters are not happy with the current state of
government and elections. The survey of more than 1000 registered voters found
nearly one-third (28.6%) are considering leaving New York City because of the
political environment. Extrapolated over the entire population, that means nearly
2.4 million are currently considering moving.

While this is lower than the 42% statewide who said they are considering leaving
New York when asked the same question in 2023, this number is troubling when
considering recent significant population losses post-COVID. When asked why
they are considering leaving New York, most cited higher taxes, but nearly two-
thirds said: “the government is too broken and/or corrupt.”



https://uniteny.org/category/press-release/
https://citizendata.docsend.com/view/6cgdjdg46q6kjqtr
https://citizendata.docsend.com/view/6cgdjdg46q6kjqtr
https://citizendata.docsend.com/view/6i84prqgsftuh8v5

Continuing to think about New York government and politics, are you considering leaving New
York because of the political environment here?
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Which of the following best describes why you are considering leaving New York because of the
political environment here? Please select all that apply:
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Unite NY is a movement focused on finding better solutions for government and
the more than 1,000 respondents showed they strongly support changes that
could improve New York’s elections and voter turnout. Nearly two-thirds (64%)
of NYC registered voters say they would support term limits for governor. The
state legislature is considering legislation that would impose term limits for all
statewide officers, a bill Unite NY strongly supports.


https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/A9095

Governor Term Limits - There are currently no term limits for statewide elected public officials in
New York, such as Governor, Attorney General, and Comptroller. These positions seek re-election
every four years but there is no limit to how many terms they can serve. How much do you
support or oppose three four year term limits for statewide (Governor, Attorney General,
Comptroller, etc.) elected public officials:
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Additionally, 70.7% New York City voters overwhelmingly back a “Citizens Ballot
Initiatives” - this process would allow voters to bypass the state legislature and
place proposed legislation directly on the ballot for approval. This process would
empower voters to take on the issues they say are the most pressing. In New York
City, a majority (54.3%) say crime and public safety is the top issue that the
government should address, followed closely (46.8%) by developing a plan to
address refugee and immigration issues.



Citizen Ballot - In nearly half of US states, there is a citizen initiative process that enables citizens
to place issues directly on the ballot. New York does not currently have a citizen initiative process,
meaning New Yorkers are unable to get proposed statutes and constitutional amendments on
election ballots for a vote. How much do you support or oppose allowing New York to hold ballot
initiatives where citizens can place issues directly on the ballot for a vote:

39.5%

35.0%

31.2%
30.0%

25.0%

20.0%

15.1%
15.0%

10.0%

6.5%
5.0% 4.7%
3.0%

0.0%

Strongly Somewhat Neither Somewhat Strongly Don't know
oppose oppose support or support support
oppose

“For the second year in row, the state budget deal is weeks late and fails to address
what New Yorkers want. With a budget double the size of Florida, and too many of
our residents packing for the Sunshine State, we risk further alienating the many
New York City voters saying their voices are not being heard. We ignore them at
our own peril and that apathy will only grow. Unite NY is urging our elected
officials to heed to the results of this poll and make the necessary changes to give
voters a bigger voice and more choices,” said Unite NY Executive Director Timothy
Dunn.

Click here to view the full Unite NY/Citizens Data poll.
Methodology:


https://citizendata.docsend.com/view/6cgdjdg46q6kjqtr/

Citizens Data surveyed 1,008 New York City voters from February 16-March 1. The
margin of error is +/-3.1%.

About Unite NY

Unite NY is a movement focused on engaging and empowering voters on
important issues of reform that will allow for more voices and more choices and
ultimately, more democracy. The membership organization seeks a more fair,
open, and representative democracy that results in the voice of voters being heard
by evolving the electoral system so that officials put what more voters want ahead
of party interests. Learn more at www.UniteNY.org or
at MoreVoicesMoreChoices.us.
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