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U.S. Term Limits asks Montana legislators to oppose longer term limits  

 

December 20th, 2013, Palm Beach, FL--U.S. Term Limits (USTL), the nation’s oldest 

and most successful term limits advocacy organization, has officially sent letters to every 

member of the Montana interim legislative council committee asking that they oppose 

any weakening of the state’s current term limits law. The committee’s next meeting is 

Jan. 8.  

 

“I can think of only one group in Montana that seeks to lengthen term limits, and that is 

the legislature itself,” wrote USTL President Philip Blumel in the letter. He added that the 

“people have spoken resoundingly in favor of the current law,” by passing it with 67 

percent of the vote in 1992 and defending it by an even greater margin in 2004. 

 

Blumel also addressed legislators’ oft-voiced concerns that term limits are somehow 

hurting the state of Montana. 

 

“We are told tall tales about the perils of term limits, but in reality, Montana is doing very 

well under a term-limited legislature,” he wrote. “It was just ranked ninth among all fifty 

states in a study of economic performance and competitiveness.” 

 

Montana legislators have very recently taken steps to erode the state’s popular term limits 

law. This year, both the House and Senate passed different versions of HB 277, which 

would have referred to the voters an amendment which doubled term limits from eight 

years in any 16-year period to 16 years in any 24-year period. The bills could not be 

reconciled. 

 

Accompanying the letter is a copy of a newspaper editorial from Arkansas titled “Outrage 

of the Year,” which is the name editors of that state’s biggest paper have given to a 

similar anti-term limits amendment.  

 

Blumel believes this should serve as a cautionary tale to Montana. 

 

“(Arkansas) Citizens are already livid,” he wrote. “Reaction in Montana will be no 

different.” 

### 

http://termlimits.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Montana-Interim-Letter-12-18-13-.pdf
http://www.alec.org/wp-content/uploads/MT.pdf
http://openstates.org/mt/bills/2013/HB277/#actions

